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On the 13th of May 2002, supernova 2002cv was discovered using a near-infrared camera working at
the AZT-24 1.1m telescope at Campo Imperatore (AQ-Italy). After the infrared detection a simultaneous
photometric follow-up was started at optical wavelengths. The preliminary results confirm a heavily obscured
object with a V −K color not lower than 6 magnitudes, making SN 2002cv the most reddened supernova ever
observed. This finding, along with the recent discovery of another obscured supernova, suggests a critical
revision of the rates known to date. The estimate of the visual extinction and the light curves are provided
here. These latter indicate that our SN 2002cv observations are the earliest available for a type-Ia supernova
at IR wavelengths. supernovae: general – supernovae: individual: SN2002cv – Infrared: galaxies
Introduction The AZT-24 telescope of the Campo Imperatore Observatory see http://www.mporzio.astro.it
/cimperatore/WWW/a cooperation among Rome, Teramo and Pulkovo Observatories) is mainly used for
photometric studies of variable sources at near infrared (NIR) wavelengths. During the follow-up of the
supernova 2002bo (Cacella et al. iauc7847), discovered on 2002 March 9 in the spiral galaxy NGC3190,
a new source appeared  28 to the North and  10 to the West of the galactic nucleus (Larionov et al.
iauc7901) at 10h18m0368 and +21◦50062 (J2000). Our discovery images of this supernova, called SN 2002cv,
are presented in Fig. FigKV.
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